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Abstract 

Moving into a new home on the Sunshine Coast is both exciting and challenging. While the 
fresh start brings opportunities to create lasting memories, the process of settling in often feels 
overwhelming. This guide, How to Settle Into a New Home in Sunshine Coast, offers practical 
tips to help individuals and families transition smoothly. It addresses essential first steps such as 
setting up utilities, conducting safety checks, and organizing living spaces efficiently. Readers 
will also discover ways to personalize their new home, establish routines, and explore nearby 
services, schools, and community hubs. 

With a focus on building comfort and connection, the guide highlights strategies to foster a 
sense of belonging through neighbourly ties and engagement in local activities. Whether you 
are new to the region or relocating within Sunshine Coast, this resource equips you with simple, 
actionable insights to turn your house into a welcoming home. 

Getting Started  
Settling into a new home in the Sunshine Coast can feel overwhelming at first, but taking small, 
organized steps will make the transition easier. Begin with the essentials unpack your daily 
necessities such as kitchen supplies, bedding, and toiletries so you can live comfortably while 
tackling the rest of the boxes. Setting up utilities like electricity, gas, internet, and water should 
be your next priority to ensure your home is functional from day one. 
 
Once the basics are in place, do a quick walk-through of the property. Check locks, smoke 
detectors, and appliances to ensure everything is safe and working properly. This not only 
provides peace of mind but also helps you identify any maintenance issues early on. 
 
After securing your home, take time to familiarize yourself with your neighbourhood. Locate 
nearby grocery stores, pharmacies, schools, and healthcare facilities. Exploring local parks and 
community hubs will also give you a sense of belonging. Finally, introducing yourself to 
neighbours can make your move much smoother and help you feel part of the community faster. 
 
By focusing on these key steps, you’ll quickly transform a new house into a comfortable, secure, 
and welcoming home in the Sunshine Coast. 

1. Cost of Living in Sunshine Coast: Budgeting Tips for 
Families and Renters 

The Sunshine Coast is one of Australia’s most desirable places to live. With its pristine beaches, 
subtropical climate, and welcoming community, it offers a lifestyle many people dream of. But 
along with these benefits comes the challenge of managing daily expenses. For families and 
renters, the cost of living can feel overwhelming unless careful budgeting is in place. 



Understanding how different aspects of life affect finances is the first step toward making this 
beautiful region more affordable. 

 

Housing Pressures 
Rent is the single biggest expense for most households on the Sunshine Coast. Families often 
find that a large portion of their income is consumed by housing costs, leaving less room for 
other essentials. Beachside suburbs are especially expensive, while areas further inland are 
more budget-friendly. Many residents have started considering shared housing, smaller units, or 
moving into suburbs slightly removed from tourist hubs to ease financial strain. By making 
thoughtful choices about location and type of property, renters can significantly reduce stress. 

Utilities and Household Bills 
The Sunshine Coast climate means that households need to be mindful of electricity and water 
usage. Hot summers often lead to high air-conditioning bills, while long showers can quickly 
increase water costs. Families can save money by adopting simple energy-saving habits like 
switching off unused appliances, using fans instead of air-conditioners when possible, and 
collecting rainwater for gardening.  
 
Comparing service providers also ensures you aren’t paying more than necessary for electricity, 
internet, or phone plans. Small changes in daily routines can make a noticeable difference to 
monthly expenses. 



Food and Groceries 
Grocery shopping is another area where costs add up quickly, particularly for larger families. 
Imported goods and branded items often come with higher price tags, while local and seasonal 
produce is usually more affordable. Farmers’ markets scattered across the Sunshine Coast not 
only provide fresher options but are also cheaper in the long run. Cooking at home, preparing 
meals in advance, and reducing the frequency of takeaways are effective strategies.  
 
Families who plan their meals ahead often find that they waste less food and spend less overall. 

Transport and Travel 
Public transport on the Sunshine Coast is limited compared to larger cities, so many households 
depend on cars. Fuel, insurance, and maintenance can weigh heavily on the budget, especially 
for families with more than one vehicle. Carpooling, regular servicing, and choosing fuel-efficient 
models can help control these costs.  
 
For those living close to schools, workplaces, or shopping centers, walking or cycling not only 
saves money but also supports a healthier lifestyle. Families who combine errands into one trip 
often find they cut down on fuel expenses without much effort. 

Childcare and Education 
Families with young children face the added challenge of childcare and education costs. Even 
with subsidies, childcare can become one of the most significant ongoing expenses. Planning 
ahead and setting aside a portion of the budget for school supplies, uniforms, and 
extracurricular activities is essential. Many families also explore community programs, 
after-school care, or local clubs that provide affordable opportunities for children to learn and 
grow without straining the household budget. 

Lifestyle and Entertainment 
One of the greatest advantages of living on the Sunshine Coast is the availability of free or 
low-cost activities. Beaches, national parks, and community events offer endless entertainment 
that doesn’t require spending money. Families can plan regular outings to enjoy the outdoors 
rather than relying on costly recreational options.  
 
Limiting subscriptions, reducing frequent dining out, and prioritising simple pleasures allow 
households to enjoy a fulfilling lifestyle without overspending. 

Building a Safety Net 
Financial stability doesn’t come only from managing day-to-day expenses; it also depends on 
preparing for the unexpected. Rent increases, sudden medical bills, or car repairs can quickly 
disrupt a family’s balance. Building a small emergency fund helps cushion these shocks. 
  



Families who set aside even modest amounts each month find themselves better prepared to 
handle challenges without falling into debt. Creating a budget that allows for savings, no matter 
how small, is a smart long-term strategy. 

Smart Budgeting Habits 

 
Budgeting on the Sunshine Coast is about prioritising essentials while still enjoying the lifestyle 
that makes the region special. Simple steps like tracking monthly expenses, cutting back on 
unnecessary subscriptions, or setting spending limits on dining out can create room for savings. 
 
Families who revisit their budget regularly are better able to adjust to rising costs and avoid 
financial stress. The key is not to eliminate enjoyment but to be intentional about where money 
goes. 

Conclusion 
Living on the Sunshine Coast is a dream for many, but it does require thoughtful financial 
planning. For families and renters, housing remains the greatest challenge, followed by utilities, 
groceries, and transport. By making conscious decisions such as choosing affordable suburbs, 
reducing energy use, shopping smartly, and enjoying free community activities residents can 
strike a balance between comfort and affordability. 
 



Ultimately, the Sunshine Coast lifestyle is about simplicity and connection to nature. With careful 
budgeting, families and renters can embrace this lifestyle fully, ensuring that financial pressures 
don’t overshadow the joy of living in one of Australia’s most beautiful coastal regions. 

2. What Should You Do First After Moving Into A New Home? 
Moving into a new home is an exciting milestone, but it can also feel overwhelming with so 
many tasks demanding attention. The key is to prioritise the essentials first, creating comfort, 
safety, and organisation before worrying about the finer details. By tackling the right steps in 
order, you’ll quickly transform your house into a welcoming home. 

Set Up the Basics 
The very first step after moving in is to focus on the essentials that make daily life easier. 
Unpack items you’ll need immediately such as bedding, toiletries, basic kitchenware, and a 
change of clothes. Having these within reach ensures that your first night in the new home is 
comfortable rather than chaotic. 
 
Key actions: 

●​ Unpack everyday essentials (bedding, toiletries, kitchen basics). 
●​ Arrange a clean and comfortable space for sleeping. 
●​ Keep a small bag of personal items easily accessible. 

Check Utilities and Safety 
Before settling in fully, ensure that utilities like water, electricity, and internet are functioning 
properly. It’s also wise to check smoke detectors, locks, and windows for security. Addressing 
safety concerns early gives you peace of mind and prevents future stress. 
 
Key actions: 

●​ Test electricity, gas, and water connections. 
●​ Set up internet and phone services. 
●​ Inspect doors, windows, and locks for security. 
●​ Check smoke alarms and other safety devices. 

Clean and Organise 
Even if the property looks clean, it’s a good idea to do a quick wipe-down before unpacking 
everything. This helps you start fresh and gives you confidence that your living space is hygienic 
and organised. 
 
Key actions: 

●​ Wipe down kitchen surfaces, shelves, and bathrooms. 
●​ Sweep or vacuum floors before arranging furniture. 
●​ Place furniture in essential rooms before unpacking smaller items. 



Explore and Familiarise Yourself 
Once the essentials are handled, take time to explore your new home and neighbourhood. 
Understanding how things work around the house—like the location of the fuse box or water 
shut-off valve  can be helpful in emergencies. Getting to know your local area also helps you 
feel settled sooner. 
 
Key actions: 

●​ Locate fuse box, water valve, and key utility switches. 
●​ Walk around your neighbourhood to find shops, parks, and services. 
●​ Introduce yourself to neighbours if possible. 

Create a Comfortable Routine 

 
Finally, start building a routine that makes your new space feel like home. Unpack room by 
room, decorate gradually, and personalise your surroundings. Small touches like hanging 
curtains, arranging family photos, or setting up your favourite corner can go a long way in 
making the new place truly yours. 
 
Key actions: 

●​ Unpack systematically, one room at a time. 
●​ Add personal décor and favourite items. 
●​ Establish simple daily routines (like meal times or relaxation spots). 



 
The first steps after moving into a new home should focus on comfort, safety, and organisation. 
By handling essentials, checking utilities, cleaning, and slowly personalising your space, you’ll 
ease the transition and settle in smoothly.  
 
With a balance of planning and patience, your new house will soon feel like a welcoming home. 

3. How To Make Your Home Feel Comfortable? 
Settling into a new house can feel like a daunting task, and with DIY, decorating and organising 
to get sorted, it's often tricky knowing where to start, especially if you’re a first-time buyer or 
renter. 
 
The experts from My Bespoke Room have shared some advice for getting a homely feel just 
right in a new house. 'Remember, decorating your first home is supposed to be a fun process, 
take time to decide what style you like,' says Lucy Henderson, Head of Interior Design at My 
Bespoke Room. 'If you can take the time to settle into your space before designing or 
redesigning your home, then you’ll be able to see how the space actually works for you and 
work out what is actually needed. This can save you rushing into buying lots of items that are 
too big, too small, or just aren’t needed.' 

Before anything, do a deep clean and keep boxes in one room 
When moving house, it's tempting to unpack straight away, but with all your possessions in 
boxes, it's the perfect opportunity to get stuck in and give your new home a really thorough 
clean without having to move things out of the way. 
 
Unpacking everything all at once can also make the space feel chaotic and claustrophobic, 
especially if there are chores that need to be done before you settle in. Be selective about what 
you need to unpack, and if you can, have a designated room that you can confine clutter to and 
close the door on it while you get sorted. 
 
A fresh and clean home will also allow you to identify any problem areas that need a little DIY 
magic and let you see the space with new eyes. Rope in friends and family and you’ll be done 
before you know it! 

Don’t limit yourself in terms of style 
Knowing exactly how you want your home to look can be tricky, especially as there's so much to 
choose from and an abundance of inspiration on Pinterest and Instagram, for example. But if 
you have a personal aesthetic and want your home to match it, you may end up pigeonholing 
yourself into just one style. 
 
Remember, you don't need to rush any design decisions. It's what some call slow decorating. In 
fact, we think it's important to spend time in your new home before committing to any changes – 



how else will you choose what works best for your space? Start by creating a Pinterest board – 
soon you will start to notice particular styles, colours and themes emerging. Start to build 
various moodboards and look at what will work for your space. 

Prioritise the bedroom and living room 

 
With moving, cleaning and decorating on the agenda, you're bound to need some downtime, so 
prioritise your bedroom and you'll have a space to escape to, away from the chaos of unpacking 
and organising. 
 
Next on the agenda should be the living room, as you're bound to have guests eager to see 
your new home. Living rooms are also versatile spaces, so once you get it sorted, you’ll have a 
place to relax, work and entertain. 
 
As tempting as a bathroom or kitchen renovation may be, wait until you're settled - it's bad 
enough living out of boxes, never mind not having somewhere to cook or wash. 

Small changes have big impacts 
Don't underestimate the impact small and cost-friendly changes can make to your interior. A 
room can be transformed with simple changes, such as new décor and a fresh lick of paint. 
Rugs are a quick fix and much cheaper than replacing flooring. Not only do they add depth and 
texture, but they can hide scuff marks from the previous owners and stop rooms from feeling 
echoey and cold. 
 



We talk a lot about bringing the outside in and greenery is an easy way of making a room feel 
much more homely. Choose tall leafy plants to fill up empty corners, and smaller houseplants for 
dressing up windowsills and mantelpieces. When it comes to soft furnishings, think about floral 
and botanical-inspired prints to bring a touch of nature inside. 
 
We also recommend investing in your favourite scented candle – the smell will instantly make 
your house feel like a home, and the warming glow will cosy things up. 

Consider your colour scheme 
We all know that colour can affect our mood, so it's important to align wall colours with the 
purpose of a room. Subtle shades of blue and green have soothing qualities, making them 
perfect for bedrooms, offices and living rooms – anywhere you want to wind down or 
concentrate, really. They also hint at the natural world and have a biophilic quality, ideal for 
those of us who like to feel connected to the outdoors. 
 
In cosy spaces, such as a snug, darker hues can provide a feeling of depth and make the space 
feel inviting. This is especially true if you pair a rich wall colour with luxurious fabrics and 
textures. 
 
In areas of the home where you need to feel energised, bright pops of colour draw the eye and 
help us feel motivated. Bright white is also helpful as it reflects light and makes us feel more 
awake – ideal for kitchens and hallways. 

Don’t rush into big purchases 
Whatever you do, don’t rush into any new purchases; this goes for both cheaper choices and 
investment pieces. Not only could it be an expensive mistake if you change your mind about the 
look and feel of your home once you’ve settled in, but 'fast furnishing' is bad for the environment 
if it ends up in a landfill in a matter of months. 
 
Comparing your options and re-evaluating what items are most important to you will save you 
time, energy and money in the long run (even if it doesn't give you the instant gratification of a 
spontaneous purchase). A sofa or bed should be high-quality investment pieces worth you 
splurging on, but what other furniture can be sourced more cheaply? 
 
Second-hand platforms such as eBay and Facebook Marketplace are great places to find 
bargain homeware and furniture, as are car boot sales and charity shops. It's also worthwhile 
checking in with friends or family to see if they have any pieces they're keen to part with. Even 
tired furniture can be given a new lease of life with a little TLC, and thanks to guides on 
Youtube, upcycling homeware has never been easier! 



Create the illusion of luxury 
When it comes to interiors, it's all in the detail. Simple homeware swaps are key to creating an 
interior that feels a little bit more special and luxurious. They don’t have to be expensive 
upgrades, either. Small details can really transform a house into a home. 
 
Cost-effective upgrades can be as simple as swapping the hardware on doors and cabinetry for 
more luxurious options, painting your bedside table a new colour, or opting for bed linen in 
natural fibres such as cotton or linen. You can also replace dated light fittings and upgrade your 
lampshades for an opulent look. 
 
In fact, we've got an entire guide on nailing the 'limitless luxe' trend at home, with tips on 
elevating your interior with minimal fuss. 

Location, location, location (furniture-wise, that is) 

 
The way you position furniture can make a huge impact on the feel of your space, which is hard 
to picture before you unpack. One useful tip is to use masking tape or boxes to explore layouts 
before buying bulky pieces of furniture, that way, there'll be no post-purchase regrets. 
Consider the flow of the room and how you would naturally move about it – is it a high-traffic 
space or will it be occupied by one person at a time? Think about whether your layout will block 
light or help the room feel airy; the selection of furniture is essential in small spaces. 



4. Which Local Services To Set Up Quickly? 
Moving into a new home is a big milestone, and while unpacking boxes and arranging furniture 
may feel like the top priority, setting up essential local services should actually come first. These 
services are what keep a home running day to day, ensuring comfort, safety, and convenience. 
Without them, even the most beautiful home can feel incomplete. The key is to focus on the 
basics immediately so your household settles in smoothly without unnecessary stress. 

Utilities and Energy Connections 
The first and most important services to organise are your utilities. Electricity, water, and gas are 
the foundations of any functioning household. Imagine trying to spend your first night without 
lights, hot water, or the ability to cook a meal. That’s why contacting providers before you move 
in is highly recommended. 

Electricity should be set up as soon as possible since everything from lighting to appliances 
relies on it. Water is equally critical, not just for drinking but also for everyday tasks like cleaning, 
bathing, and cooking. If your home uses gas for heating, hot water, or cooking, it’s another 
service that needs to be activated right away. A delay in setting up utilities can turn an otherwise 
exciting move into a stressful experience. 

Quick setup services: 

●​ Electricity and gas supply​
 

●​ Water connection 

Internet and Communication 
Once utilities are sorted, internet and communication services should be next on your list. In 
today’s digital world, internet access is no longer a luxury but a necessity. Whether you work 
from home, study online, stream entertainment, or simply want to stay connected with loved 
ones, a reliable internet connection makes life easier from the very first day. 

Many providers need a few days’ notice to arrange installation or activation, so it’s wise to book 
this service in advance. Alongside internet, a phone line or mobile service is essential, 
especially for emergencies. Setting these up quickly avoids downtime and allows you to focus 
on other aspects of settling in. 

Quick setup services: 

●​ Internet and Wi-Fi installation​
 

●​ Phone or mobile connection 



Waste Collection and Cleaning 
Another crucial service often overlooked during a move is waste collection. Rubbish tends to 
pile up fast when unpacking, and without a proper disposal system, your new home can quickly 
become messy and uncomfortable. Registering with your local council for rubbish and recycling 
collection ensures that waste is picked up regularly, keeping your surroundings clean and 
hygienic. 

 

In addition to rubbish collection, some families find it useful to hire a local cleaning service for a 
deep clean before or immediately after moving in. Even if the property appears tidy, a 
professional clean helps create a fresh start and ensures you’re not unpacking into dusty or 
unprepared spaces. If you are settling in Meridan Plains, Sunshine Coast, and need cleaning 
services, check out this professional service to know more: 

https://www.bondcleaninginsunshinecoast.com.au/meridan-plains/  

This small step can make a big difference in how settled you feel. 

Quick setup services: 

https://www.bondcleaninginsunshinecoast.com.au/meridan-plains/


●​ Local council rubbish and recycling collection​
 

●​ Optional cleaning services 

Safety and Security 
Comfort in a new home goes beyond having running water or internet—it’s also about feeling 
safe. That’s why arranging security and safety services should be a priority. Start by checking 
that smoke alarms are functional and positioned correctly throughout the property. Many homes 
already have them installed, but testing them ensures they’re working when you need them 
most. 

If your home doesn’t already have a security system, you may want to consider installing one, 
especially if you’re new to the area. Even simple additions like secure locks on doors and 
windows or motion sensor lights can make your home feel safer. Pest control services are 
another consideration, particularly if your property has been empty for some time. Tackling 
safety issues quickly helps you relax and enjoy your new environment without nagging 
concerns. 

Quick setup services: 

●​ Smoke alarms and safety checks​
 

●​ Home security or alarm systems 

Healthcare and Local Services 
Beyond the obvious utilities and safety measures, it’s also worth setting up essential healthcare 
connections in your new community. Registering with a local doctor or healthcare provider 
ensures you know where to go if an emergency arises. Families with children should also locate 
nearby pharmacies and dental clinics. Having these details ready gives peace of mind and 
saves valuable time when the unexpected happens. 

Another helpful step is to familiarise yourself with local service providers such as plumbers, 
electricians, or handymen. You may not need them immediately, but knowing who to call in case 
of a breakdown or repair can make life a lot less stressful. 

Community and Lifestyle Services 
Once the essentials are covered, consider arranging lifestyle services that help you feel 
connected to your new community. This might include joining local gyms, sports clubs, or 
libraries. Families often benefit from knowing about nearby childcare centres, schools, or 



community centres. These services aren’t urgent in the first few days, but setting them up early 
helps create a sense of belonging and routine. 

Moving into a new home isn’t just about unpacking boxes—it’s about creating a safe, functional, 
and comfortable space for your family. The services you set up in those first days will determine 
how smoothly your transition unfolds. Utilities like electricity, gas, and water form the backbone 
of daily life. Internet and communication services keep you connected, while waste collection 
and cleaning maintain hygiene. Safety measures such as smoke alarms and security systems 
add peace of mind, and local healthcare providers ensure your family’s wellbeing. 

By focusing on these essential home services quickly, you set the stage for a smoother, more 
enjoyable transition. Once the basics are in place, you’ll be free to personalise your new home, 
meet your neighbours, and truly enjoy the fresh chapter ahead. 

 

5. How To Connect With Neighbours And Community? 
1. Be friendly: Smile and speak to the people in your neighbourhood. Take your time when 
you're checking your mail or bringing your bins to the curb. Notice who is around, make eye 
contact, and greet them.​
  
2. Get to know your neighbours: If you can’t name more than a neighbour or two, introduce 
yourself. A simple smile and “Hey, I’ve been meaning to introduce myself ...” will do.​
  



3. Drop a note in your neighbours’ letterbox: Invite them for a cuppa or share your phone 
number in case of emergencies. Use our Connection postcard as a template.​
  
4. Create (or join) a Neighbourhood Facebook group: Social media can help neighbours 
interact. These groups are useful for reconnecting lost pets, sourcing local recommendations, or 
promoting events.​
  
5. Welcome new neighbours:  Offer some homemade treats, share local take-away menus, or 
simply introduce yourself. If you're shy, leave a note in their mailbox. Use our Connection 
postcard as a template.​
  
6. Take walks around the neighbourhood: Go on regular family walks. Your kids can ride 
bikes or tricycles, and you can greet your neighbours as you go. You'll start to see "regulars" 
who are outside gardening or walking, too.​
  
7. Organise a local clean-up day: Gather your neighbours for a community clean-up event. It’s 
a great way to improve your local environment and foster a sense of shared responsibility. Offer 
refreshments and make it a fun, social activity.​
  
8. Volunteer at a local community organisation: Invite a neighbour or friend to volunteer with 
you. Shared experiences and activities can be a good way to get to know others in a relaxed 
environment. Visit our Community Centres page for more information.​
  
9. Offer to help elderly neighbours: Many older residents might appreciate help with 
groceries, gardening, walking their dog, or just a chat. Offering assistance builds strong 
community relationships.​
  
10. Join (or build) a community or backyard garden: Community gardens bring people 
together to grow fresh produce. Visit our Community Gardens page for more information. 

6. What Are Smart Unpacking And Organizing Tips? 
Moving like getting a tooth pulled or driving a very long distance through uninteresting 
landscapes is one of those trials almost everyone must face. It's sometimes unpleasant, it's 
never exactly fun, but it usually leads to a positive outcome. Of course, particularly with moving, 
the success of the endeavor really depends on avoiding moving mistakes and planning ahead 
to make the process as smooth as possible. 

Prep Ahead 
Fortunately, and likely because almost everyone does end up moving at some point, there are 
plenty of tried-and-true moving tips out there to make the whole process easier. Following a 
moving checklist can help you make sure everything's in order before, during, and after the 



move; another good moving tip is to commit to having a good attitude about all the change to 
come. 
Some moving tips focus on how to pack a moving truck most effectively, while others offer 
reminders to cancel various services or arrange for things to be prepared at the new house; still 
more focus on smaller details, such as how to care for pets during a move or what to do when 
the movers are late. The most important moving tips, though, may relate to the physical move 
itself. 

 
A lot can go wrong during a move. With all the details and moving parts, there's no 
one-size-fits-all guide with moving tips for every single scenario that could come up during the 
moving process. Different people will have specific needs or concerns—such as how to pack 
china for moving, safely moving valuable wood furniture or delicate heirlooms—but for most 
cases, this general list of moving tips and tricks will help. Take a look, and prepare for a 
smoother, quicker, easier move. 
Moving Tips, Tricks, and Advice 

1. Get rid of some stuff 
Packing all your possessions into boxes, bags, and more can be overwhelming. Make it a little 
bit easier on yourself by cutting back on clutter as much as possible. Before you pack a single 
box, do a merciless purge of unused or unnecessary items. You'll have less to pack, less to 
move, and less to unpack—and you'll start life in your new space with a clean slate. 

2. Make a moving folder 
Start collecting new address info, rental or purchase papers, moving contracts, and more in one 
folder. (Consider a hard copy, rather than a digital one, in case computer or phone batteries die 



during the move.) If any questions come up during the planning process or the move itself, you'll 
have the answer (and records of agreements, payments, and more) on hand. 

3. Pack as far in advance as possible 

 
Ideally, you'll know about a move (even if you're not sure of the final destination) weeks or even 
months in advance. Start by packing off-season items and the items you won't miss. If you're 
moving in summer, you can pack winter coats in advance—and likely books and other 
once-in-a-while items. When it's finally time to move, many items will already be ready to go, 
giving you less to stress about. 

4. Book early 
If you're hiring moving services, renting supplies, or hiring professionals such as painters or 
cleaners to work on the house, book early. Waiting to do so could mean paying a higher price, 
or not being able to get a truck or movers at all, particularly if it's peak moving season. 

5. Schedule utilities for your new place 
Once the dates are finalized, contact your utility providers to schedule service at your new 
home. You don't want to arrive there, tired from the move, only to find that the electricity, water, 



or heat is off. Schedule it ahead of time, and keep records of your requests in your moving 
folder. At the same time, request service stops for your move-out date at your current home. 

6. Keep the essentials with you 
On the night before the move, tuck everyday essentials—a change of clothes, a toothbrush, 
must-have stuffed animals or toys for the kids, medications, paperwork, etc.—into a suitcase or 
bag you'll keep with you in the car, the truck cab, or on the plane. If catastrophe strikes and the 
moving truck gets lost, at least you'll have some essentials with you. 

7. Invest in equipment 

 
A few days before the big move, stock up on supplies. The last thing you want is to have to 
make a run to the store while you're packing moving boxes or making sure everything is out of 
the house. Order or purchase box cutters, adhesive bandages, permanent markers, packing 
tape, paper towels, and garbage bags. (If they aren't all used during the move, they'll still be 
useful afterward!) 
 
For larger moving equipment, consider renting moving tools from a moving company. (If you hire 
a moving service, they'll likely have their own.) If you move very frequently, you may be better 
off purchasing these tools. Either by buying, renting, or borrowing, make sure you have a 
furniture dolly, furniture pads or covers, and tie-down straps or rope at your disposal during the 
move. 



8. Get a truck with a loading ramp 
If you're a DIY mover, you absolutely need a truck with a ramp. It may be cheaper to rent a truck 
without one, but the hassle (and struggle) of lifting every box and piece of furniture high enough 
to get it into the truck will add hours—plus sore muscles—to your move. 

9. Measure, measure, measure 
We can't say this enough! Take measurements! Ahead of time! Because if that sofa isn't going 
to fit through the doorway, it's better to know before the sofa gets there. 

Bottom Line  

Settling into a new home in the Sunshine Coast is both exciting and challenging. While moving 
involves unpacking and arranging belongings, the key to a smooth transition lies in focusing on 
essential tasks first. Prioritising comfort, safety, and organisation helps transform a new house 
into a home quickly. Setting up utilities, internet, and local services ensures that daily life runs 
smoothly from day one. Paying attention to cleaning, safety checks, and basic home 
maintenance provides peace of mind and a fresh start. 

Equally important is connecting with the local community. Introducing yourself to neighbours, 
participating in community events, and exploring nearby amenities not only builds friendships 
but also creates a supportive environment that makes settling in easier. Familiarising yourself 
with local schools, shops, parks, and services ensures that your household can function 
efficiently while enjoying everything the Sunshine Coast has to offer. 

By following practical steps prioritising essentials, staying organised, and engaging with the 
community families and individuals can reduce stress and feel at home faster. Ultimately, careful 
planning, patience, and a focus on connection and comfort are the foundation for a happy, 
successful start in your new Sunshine Coast home. 
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